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Ouyr World, our Dignity, our Future
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THE NEW EUROPEAN CONSENSUS ON DEVELOPMENT
OUR WORLD, OUR DIGNITY, OUR FUTURE’

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Deve10]:)memf1 (2030 Agenda), adopted by the United
Nations in September 2015, is the international community’s response to global challenges
and trends in relation to sustainable development, With the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) at its core, the 2030 Agenda is a transformative political framework to eradicate
poverty and achieve sustainable development globally. It balances the econoimic, social and
environmental dimensions of sustainable development, including the key issues of governance
and peaceful and inclusive societies, recognising the essential interlinkages between its goals
and tarpets. [t must be implemented as a whole and not selectively. The 2030 Agenda aims to

leave no-one behind and seeks to reach the furthest behind first,

The evolution from the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to the Sustainable
Development Goals reflects the changing approach to global development. This approach,
based on sustainable development and human rights, is fully consistent with EU values and
princip]es.' The 2030 Agenda and its 17 SDGs are universal and apply to all countries at all
stages of development, based on national ownership and shared responsibilily. Multi-

stakeholder partnerships are key to the implementation of SDGs.

The Addis Ababa Action Agenda® (AAAA), as an integral part of the 2030 Agenda, sels a
new paradigm for implementation through effective use of financial and non-financial
means, by placing domestic action and sound policies at the forefront. Furthermore, the 2030
Agenda is complemented by the Sendai Framework on Disasier Risk Reduction®, and the
Paris Agreement on Climaie Change“, which provides a legally binding framework setting
global climate efforts on a new course. implementation of these commitmenis must be
founded on a rules-based global order, with multilateralism as its key principle and the United

Nations at ils core.

Y A/RES/T0/1

2 A/JRES/69/313

3 A/RES/69/283

4 FCCC/CP/2015/L.9/REV 1

DG C 1 EN

The EU and its Member States are commiited fo a life of dignity for all that reconciles
economic prosperity and efficiency, peaceful societies, social inclusion and environmental
responsibility. In doing so, efforts will be targeted towards eradicating poverty, reducing
vulnerabilities and addressing inequalities to ensure that no-one is left behind. By
contributing to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda, the EU and its Member States will also

foster a stronger and more sustainable, inclusive, secure and prosperous Hurope.

This European Consensus on Development frames the implementation of the 2030 Agenda in
partnership with all developing couniries, taking due account of the framework provided by
the Lisbon Treaty. In addition, the Global Sirategy for the EU’s Foreign and Security Policy

(the Global Sirategy) provides an overall vision for a joined-up, credible and responsive

engagement in the world,

The purpose of this Consensus is to provide the framework for a common approach to
development policy that will be applied by the EU institutions and the Member States while
fully respecting each other’s distinct roles and competences. It will guide the action of EU
institutions and Member States in their cooperation with all developing countries. Actions by
the EU and its Member States will be mutually reinforcing and coordinated to ensure

complementarity and impact.

DGC I EN
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International Cooperation and Development
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The new European Consensus on Development — EU and
Member States sign joint strategy to eradicate poverty

07/06/2017

The European Union and its Mamber States signed today a strategic blueprint, outlining
the future of European development policy. This "New European Consensus on
Development” represents a new collective vision and plan of action te eradicate poverty
and achieve sustainable development. :

The jointly developed strategy, in the form of a Joint Statement, was signed today during the annual
two-day Eurcpean Development Days (hitps://www.eudevdays.eu/) by the President of the
European Parliament Antonic Tajani, the Prime Minister of Malta Joseph Muscat, on behalf of the
Council and Member States, the President of the European Commission Jean-Claude Juncier and
fhe High Representative/Vice President Federica Mogherini.

The new European Consensus on Development {https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/new-european-
consensus-development-our-world-our-dignity-our-future en) constitutes a comprehensive common
framework for European developrnent cooperation. For the first time, it applies in its entirety to all
European Union Institutions and all Member States, which comniit to work more closely together.

The new Consensus strongly reaffirms that poverty eradication remains the primary objective of
European development policy. It fully integrates the economic, social and environmental dimensions
of sustainable development. In doing so, it aligns European development action with the 2030
Agenda For Sustainable Development (hitp://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-
agenda/) which is also a cross-cutting dimension for the EU Global Strategy.

European leaders committed to three areas:

1. They recognise the strong interlinkages between the different elements of such action.
This includes development and peace and security, humanitarian aid, migration,
environment and climate, as well as cross cutting-elements, such as: youth; gender
equality; mobility and migration; sustainable energy and climate change; investment and
trade; good governance, democracy, the rule of law and human rights; innovative
engagement with more advanced developing countries; and mobilising and using domestic
resources.

2. The new Consensus furthermore takes a comprehensive approach to means of
imptementation, combining traditiornal development aid with other resourcas, as well
as sound policies and a strengthened approach to policy coherence, recatling that EU

hitp://ec.europa.cu/europeaid/news-and-events/new-european-consensus-development-eu...  16/06/2017

http://ec.europa.ew/europeaid/news-and-events/new-european-consensus-development-eu...
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development cooperation always has to be seen in the context of Europe's partner countries'
own efforts. The Consensus provides the basis for the EU and its Member States to engage
in more innovative forms of development financing, leveraging private sector investments
and mobilising additional domestic resources for development.

3. The EU and its Member States will create better-tailored partnerships with a broader
range of stakeholders, including civil society, and partner countries at all stages of
development. They will further improve their implementation on the ground by working
beiter together and taking into account their respective comparative advantages.

Background

Europe is a global leader in development, being the world's biggest provider of Official Development
Assistance. The new European Consensus on Development was agreed jointly by all European
Institutions and all EU Member States in an open and transparent manner, also in consultation with
other partners. It is the EU's response to today's global trends and challenges, aligning EU external
action to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The 2030 Agenda was adopted by the international community in September 2015, and includes at
its core the 17 Sustainable Development Goals and associated targets, which run to 2030. Along
with the other international summits and conferences held in 2015 in Addis Ababa
{https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=400&nr=2051&menu=35) and
in Paris (hitp://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/items/9485,php), the international community has an
ambitious new frame for all countries to work together on shared challenges. For the first time, the
SDGs are universally applicable to all countries and the EU is committed to be a frontrunner in
implementing them.

©..0n 22 November 2016, the European Commission proposed its ideas (http.//europa.eu/rapid/press:

release IP-16-3883 en.htm) for a strategic approach for achieving sustainable development in
Europe and around the world, including a Commission proposal for a new Consensus, Since then the
European Parliament, the Council under the Maltese Presidency, and the Commission have engaged
in an intensive series of inter-institutiona! discussions aimed at agreeing to a new collective vision
for development policy which responds to the 2030 Agenda and other global chaltenges.

Europe is a frontrunner when it comes to sustainable development and the 2030 Agenda, through
external and other policies.

Far More Information

New Furopean Consensus on Development {hitps.://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/new-european-
consensus-development-our-world -our-dignity-our-future _en)

Pross relcase (hitp://feurcopa.eu/rapid/press-release IP-17-1503 en.htm)

Joint public statement: Adoption of the new European Consensus on Development
{http://europa.cu/rapid/press-release STATEMENT-17-1547 erni.him)

Memo - O&A: The new Suropean Consensus opn development (hitp://europa.eu/rapid/press-
release MEMQ-17-1505 en.htm)

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Developmeant
{https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post201 S/transiormingourworid)

Press conference - 7/06/2017

16/06/2017



